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Clothworkers’ Company tower _—_— o
set for approval
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Proposals from the Clothworkers’ Company to redevelop a site on
Fenchurch Street, EC3M, including its Livery Hall into a 36-storey tower
have been recommended for approval despite several objections.

Generali, the owner of 120 Fenchurch Street and its publicly accessible roof garden which lies
opposite the site, has objected to the scheme on the grounds that it will “detrimentally impact” its
roof garden due to a loss of daylight and loss of view.

Historic Royal Palaces has objected due to the impact on the Tower of London. HRP believes the
scheme sits outside of the Eastern Cluster, and that it would harm the world heritage site’s
“outstanding universal value” and its setting from the 27 views set out in the London View
Management Framework

Historic England has also voiced concems that the proposed tower would add to the impact of the
cluster on the setting of the Tower of London and cause some harm to the significance of it.

Designed by Eric Party Architects, the 1m sq ft 35-storey scheme, to be known as 50 Fenchurch
Street, will feature a 13,810 sq ft public roof garden and 4,628 sq ft winter garden at level 10_ It will
provide 947 913 sq fi of office space and 9,030 sq ft of retail space.

It will also create a new 51,548 sq fi Livery Hall for the Clothworkers’ Company, which has called the
site home for nearly 500 years

The Clothworkers’ Company has appointed Capital Real Estate Partners as its development
manager

To send feedback, e-mail louise ¢ co uk or tweet @




L]
Eric Parry Architects 4 May 2020 - 9 May 2020 lng.

City offices threaten to overpower
the Tower of London

By f ¢

For centuries the Tower of London has stood sentinel on the banks of the

Thames as the home of the crown jewels and the site of countless cruel

executions,

Now campalgners fear that the Unesco world heritage site — where Anne Boleyn,

Henrvy VIII's second wife, was killed in 15 - iz in danger of being
overshadowed as more and more skyscrapers are granted planning permission

in the City of London.

Chief among them is 50 Fenchurch Street, a 36-storey behemoth that will boast
“extensive vertical landscaping”, thanks to climbing plants on the ocutside, and
which is set to be approved at a virtual planning committee meeting of the City
of London on Thursday. The project has been commissioned by the
Clothworkers Livery Company, which has occupied the site for 500 years, and
will also involve relocating a grade II listed 12th-century crypt to make way for

the 78,000 square metre skyscraper.

Historic Roval Palaces, which manages the Tower of London, has ohjected to the

scheme, which it found out about only In Nevember when the designs were all
but complete. It has highlighted the detrimental effect on “protected views" of
the tower, which was built by William the Conqueror in 1066 and attracts three

million tourists each year.

Introduced in 1938, the protected views system guards the iconic vistas of St

Paul's, the tower and the Palace of Westminster, including the sightline from

Richmond Park to the tower, along which Henry VIII is said to have gazed while

waiting for a cannon to be fired to signal his second wife's death.

At the Tower of Londen there are several protected sightlines, ineluding the

view of the building from across the river. If approved, 50 Fenchurch Street will

be another tall building blighting the view, building conservationists say.
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“Historic Roval Palaces make objection to the proposal because of its impact on
the world heritage site,” it said, "They are of the view that it diminishes the
world heritage site's outstanding universal value, detrimentally impacts on its
setting from [protected] views and other key views and that it should not be

approved.”

The historian and TV presenter Dan Cruickshank said that such projects “with a
lack of planning control can have a devastating effect on the area around them”
and that “the march of the skyscrapers risks destroving everything that makes

London a special and historie city”,

“This proposal is one more indication of the way things are going and it's
alarming,” he said. “The views enjoyed by generations of Londoners will be

destroyed.”

Barbara Welss, of the Skyline Campaign, which aims to stop the devastation of
the UK by badly designed tall buildings, added: “It is very depressing that, more
and more, London's unique world heritage sites are being encroached upon by

large buildings that are completely foreign to these settings.

*This would add insult to injury, destroying for ever some of our most valuable

historic views.”

How to recover from the
coronavirus recession

London has been accupied by a rash of new skyscrapers in recent vears, with 22
Bishopsgate, a 62-storey block by Bank, nearing completion and residential
schemes, such as the 233m Landmark Pinnacle and 220m Newfoundland Quay,

being constructed in Canary Wharf,

An even taller building by Eric Parry, the architect behind 50 Fenchurch Street,
was approved in 2016 by the City's planning committee: the 3053m | Undershaft
is set to become the tallest edifice in the financial district when it is finished

mid-decade, Other proposals include 100 Leadenhall Street at 247m.

According to the New London Architecture think tank, there are 525 buildings of
20 storeys or more planned, with 60 completed in the capital last vear, more

than double the total there for 2018,

Jocelyn Stuart-Grumbar, clerk of the Clothworkers' Company, which will get a
new livery hall in the basement of the skyscraper, said: “We are excited about
this bold proposal — which provides office accommodation that is especially
suited to flexible working environments — and, in particular, about the

evolution of Clothworkers' Hall.

“This scheme offers us the opportunity to unlock our assets, increasing our

charitable impact during a period in which this will be so essential.”
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Campaigners oppose plans for 36-storey skyscraper
because it will 'block a view of the Tower of London
conserved under a scheme that protects historical views'

* Historic Royal Palaces is opposing plans for a 36-storey skyscraper on 50 Fenchurch Street close to the Tower
* They argue the plans to build outside climbing plants will block one of the tower's several protected views
* Campaigners say thisis part of an ongoing issue where new skyscrapers constantly blockimportant sights

By JORDAN KING FOR MAILONLINE
PUBLISHED: 19:42, & May 2020 | UPDATED: 20:10, & May 2020
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Plans to develop a new skyscraper have been opposed because it could block protected views of the iconic
Tower of London.

Historic Royal Palaces, which manages the Tower of London, has opposed 50 Fenchurch Street's plans for a new
36-storey skyscraper which are set to be approved by the City of London on Thursday.

They have argued that the project will block protected views of the tower which is part of a scheme introduced
in 1938 to also guard sights of St Paul's vistas and the Palace of Westminster.

The Tower of London is a Unesco World Heritage sight which was built by William the William the Conqueror in
1066 and is where Anne Boleyn, Henry VIII's second wife, was executed in 1536.

It brings in three million tourists a year and its view from Richmond Park is said to be where Henry VIl watched
from while his wife was being killed.
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Pictured: the Tower of London (far right) next to London's financial district including where the 50 Fenchurch Street
skyscraper would be (highlighted in red)
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This is the same view of the Tower of London next to the city's financial district as it is now without the planned skyscraper

'This proposal is one more indication of the way things are going and it's alarming that the views enjoyed by
generations of Londoners will be destroyed,’ historian and TV presenter Dan Cruickshank told the Times.

The new skyscraper would replace what is currently a seven-storey office building which has been occupied
by the Clothworkers Livery Company for almost 500 years.

SHARE THIS RELATED ARTICLES
ARTICLE .

(o]

The plans would include an underground livery hall, ground-floor shops, 62,000 square metres of office space
and a public garden roof.
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Pictured: Eric Parry Architects plans for the building. The plans would include an underground livery hall, ground-floor
shops, 62,000 square metres of office space and a public garden roof.
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Pictured: Eric Parry Architects plans for the building. The skyscraper would have 3,000 square metres of space open to the
public
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Pictured: Eric Parry Architects plans for the building. Part of the skyscraper's public space would be 1,500 square metres of
ground-level space with shops

The Clothworkers Livery Company told the Times: 'We are excited about this bold proposal — which provides
office accommodation that is especially suited to flexible working environments — and, in particular, about the
evolution of Clothworkers' Hall.'

Although the skyscraper would still be an office building it would have 3,000 square metres of space open to the
public half of which would be used for shops on the ground floor.

London's protected views have long been controversial with developers arguing that conserving sight-lines is
being prioritised over building housing.

But the laws still have their supporters particularly for St Paul's eight protected views because the symbol of the
cathedral was so important during the Second World War.

City of London made an exception for the Shard which blocked certain views.
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This map shows the 13 protected views in London that are under threat from new developer plans. Developers think the
protected views are contributing to the housing crisis
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What are London's 13 protected views?

The protected views system was first introduced in London in 1938 and ensures that views of historical buildings like St
Paul's Cathedral and the Palace of Westminster are protected.

Here are the 13 views that are protected under the system:

* From Alexandra Palace to St Paul’s Cathedral

* From the summit of Pariament Hill to St Paul’s Cathedral

* From the summit of Parliament Hill to the Palace of Westminster

* From Parliament Hill, at the prominent oak tree east of the summit, to Palace of Westminster
* From the viewing gazebo at Kenwood House to St Paul's Cathedral

* From the summit of Primrose Hill to S5t Paul’s Cathedral

* From the summit of Primrose Hill to the Palace of Westminster

* From Greenwich Park, north east of the General Wolfe statue, to St Paul’s Cathedral
* From Blackheath Point, near the orientation board, to St Paul’s Cathedral

* From Westminster Pier to St Paul's Cathedral

* From King Henry VIII's Mound in Richmond Park to St Paul’s Cathedral

* From the centre of the bridge over the Serpentine to the Palace of Westminster

* From The Queen’s Walk at City Hall to the White Tower
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Campaigners are against plans for skyscraper
that ‘would block the view of the Tower of
London’

By Jacky Last updated May 9, 2020 m

Campaigners are against plans for a 36-story skyscraper
because it will “preserve a view of the Tower of London
under a scheme that protects historical views.”

« Historic Royal Palaces is contrary to plans for a 36-story skyscraper at 50 Fenchurch Street,
close to the tower

« They claim that plans to build cutdoor vines will block one of the tower’s several protected
views

« Campaigners say this is part of an ongoing problem with new skyscrapers constantly blocking
major sights

By Jordan King for Mailonline
Published: 7:42 PM CEST, May 9, 2020 | Updated: 7:42 PM CEST, May 9, 2020
Advertisement

Historic Royal Palaces, which manages the Tower of London, has opposed 50 Fenchurch Street's plans
for a new 36-story skyscraper to be approved by the City of London on Thursday.

Historic royal palaces have argued that the project will block protected views of the tower, which is part
of a plan introduced in 1938 to also protect the views of St. Paul’s and the Palace of Westminster.

The plans would move the 12th-century crypt, occupied by the Clothworkers Company for nearly 500

years, as a seven-story office building for the 78,000-square-foot skyscraper.

Pictured: The Tower of London (far right) hex‘( to London’s financial district, including where the
skyscraper would be 50 Fenchurch Street (highlighted in red)
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This is the same view of the Tower of London next to the city’s financial district as it is now without the
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planned skyscraper
The plans would have an underground living hall, shops on the ground floor, 62,000 square meters of
office space and a public garden roof.

“This proposal is another indication of how things are going and it is alarming that the views of

generations of Londoners will be destroyed,” said historian and TV host Dan Cruickshank. the times.

The Tower of London is a UNESCO World Heritage Site and was built by William the William the

Congqueror in 1066. Here Anne Boleyn, the second wife of Henry VIII, was executed in 1536.

It brings in three million tourists a year and the view from Richmond Park would be what Henry ViII
watched while his wife was murdered.
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itects plans plans for the building. The plans include an underground livery hall,

Pictured: Eric Parry Arcl

shops on the ground floor, 62,000 square meters of office space and a public garden roof.
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Pictured: Eric Parry Architects plans plans for the building. The skyscraper is said to have 3,000 square

meters of space for the public
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Pictured: Eric Parry Architects plans plans for the building. Part of the public space of the skyscraper

would be 1,500 square meters of floor space with shops

The Clothwrokers told the Times, “We are excited about this bold proposition — which offers office
space particularly suited to flexible work environments — and in particular the evolution of the Cloth
Workers' Hall."

Although the skyscraper would still be an office building, it would have 3,000 square meters of space for

the public, half of which would be used for ground floor shops.

London's protected views have long been controversial as developers claimed that preserving sightlines
is a priority over housing.

But the laws still have their proponents, especially for Paul’s eight protected views, because the symbol
of the cathedral was so important during World War 11

City of London made an exception for the Shard that blocked certain views.
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by new developer plans. Developers

This map shows the 13 protected views in London threatened

believe that the protected views contribute to the housing crisis

What are London’s 13 Protected Views?

The Protected Display System was first introduced in London in 1938 and protects views of historic
buildings such as St Paul's Cathedral and the Palace of Westminster.

These are the 13 views protected under the system:

« From Alexandra Palace to St Paul’s Cathedral

s From the top of Parliament Hill to St Paul's Cathedral

s From the top of Parliament Hill to the Palace of Westminster

« From Parliament Hill, on the prominent oak tree east of the summit, to Palace of Westminster
« From the viewing house at Kenwood House to St Paul’s Cathedral

« From the top of Primrose Hill to St Paul's Cathedral

« From the top of Primrose Hill to the Palace of Westminster

s From Greenwich Park, northeast of the statue of General Wolfe, to St Paul's Cathedral
« From Blackheath Point, near the orientation sign, to St Paul’s Cathedral

« From Westminster Pier to St Paul's Cathedral

« From King Henry VIII's Hill in Richmond Park to St Paul's Cathedral

« From the center of the bridge over the Serpentine to the Palace of Westminster

s From The Queen’s Walk at City Hall to the White Tower
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